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MINUTES OF GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 
MEETING DATE Wednesday, 11 October 2017 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Councillor Gordon France (Chair), Councillor Anthony Gee 

(Vice-Chair) and Councillors Aaron Beaver, Eric Bell, 
Charlie Bromilow, Jean Cronshaw, Alan Cullens, 
John  Dalton, Tom Gray, Paul Leadbetter, Marion Lowe, 
Matthew Lynch, June Molyneaux, Alistair Morwood, 
Greg Morgan and Ralph Snape 

 
OFFICERS:  Gary Hall (Chief Executive), Mark Lester (Director 

(Business, Development and Growth)), Chris Moister 
(Head of Legal, Democratic & HR Services), 
Conrad Heald (Market Walk, Markets and Town Centre 
Manager) and Ruth Rimmington (Democratic and Member 
Services Officer) 

 
APOLOGIES:  Councillor Margaret France 
 
OTHER MEMBERS:  Councillor Graham Dunn, Mick Muncaster and 

Joyce Snape 
 
 

16.GP.18 Minutes of meeting Wednesday, 30 August 2017 of General Purposes 
Committee 
 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the last meeting of the General Purposes 
Committee held on 30 August 2017, be approved as a correct record for 
signature by the Chair. 
 

16.GP.19 Declarations of Any Interests 
 
There were no declarations of interest received. 
 

16.GP.20 Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the 
following item of business on the grounds that it involves the disclosure of 
exempt information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the 
Local Government Act. 
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16.GP.21 Market Walk Extension Update 
 
Mark Lester, Director of Business, Development and Growth, presented a confidential 
report which sought a decision on the next steps in relation to Phase 2 of the Market 
Walk extension.  Two options were set out within the report.   
 
On 25 July 2017, the Council resolved to proceed with the Market Walk extension 
scheme on the basis that the contract to build would be awarded and work commence 
only upon having 48.4% of the lettable area being the subject of agreement for leases. 
 
On 30 August 2017, General Purposes Committee authorised the immediate 
commissioning of the provision of new water and gas supplies to the development site; 
and to the ordering of site hoardings. 
 
Members discussed the progress with prospective tenants and the detailed nature of 
the agreement.  The Market Walk Steering Group met on Monday evening to discuss 
the options in detail.  Since then, engrossments of the agreement had been signed by 
the Council.   
 
Chris Moister, Head of Legal, Democratic and HR Services, advised that, he was very 
confident that the prospective tenants will sign imminently, although there is a small 
risk that they will not sign.  Once the agreement for lease is signed the terms of the 25 
July Council decision will be satisfied.  
 
A package of enabling and site preparation works, and purchase of materials, is 
required.  Members considered the cost implications for the options set out within the 
report and the risks associated with them in detail.   
 
It was noted that if the prospective tenants do not sign the agreement for lease by w/e 
29 October a Special Council meeting will be called.   
 
Decision: To authorise the immediate commissioning of works through until w/e 
29 October, as set out in the report. 
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